
 

                                                            
 
Rationale for a School Dog 
 
Causeway Green Primary have been considering taking on a school dog for a while. A school 
dog is not something that can be rushed and the dog needs an owner and a family to love 
them when they go home at night.  We are in the position to be able to offer this with one of 
our teachers being the registered owner and carer of the dog. 
 
We have undertaken research looking at the many benefits to having a school dog and the 
breeds that work best in school.  Benefits can include: 
 

• A calming effect on pupils, particularly those with behavioural or learning difficulties  
• Improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and improved self-esteem  
• Encouraging expression and participation in more withdrawn children  
• Fostering a sense of responsibility and the commitment of owning a pet 
• Increasing enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals  
• Encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, 

parents and teachers  
• Teaching children to nurture and respect life  
• Helping with learning  
• Helping children build confidence in reading  
• Helping children who suffer loss or who are upset in any way and in need of calm, 

comfort and space before being able to tell an adult what has upset them. 
 
Dogs are increasingly being used in schools with great success and some of you may have 
seen in the media that they are now being used in some hospitals as the emotional health 
benefits they bring are just so vast. 
 
Chosen breeds: 

Banksy is a Lhasa Apso. He is a companion dog with a hypo-allergenic coat. They are 
obedient, steady and intelligent. 

How it will work in school: 

There will be identified members of staff who will take responsibility for the dog.  While it’s 
main place of residence will be with staff based in the offices, which are secure and separate 



 

from the classrooms, children will be able to interact with the dog under strict supervision at 
certain times of the day/week as long as parental permission has been given. The dog will not 
be given access to other visitors without supervision and mutual consent. 
 
The dog will not be allowed to roam around the grounds and in an assembly we will discuss 
with the children the rules and expectations about having a school dog. We will acknowledge 
that some pupils don’t like dogs and aren’t comfortable around them and also talk about 
many of the benefits too. 
 
He will slowly be introduced to the school community and we will begin by introducing him  
to small numbers of children who have permission. Over the year all children will have the 
opportunity to interact with our school dog as he increases his timetable and moves around 
the school more. Whilst moving around the school, the dog will be kept on a short lead and 
will always be with an adult. Please know that we will do everything we can to reassure 
children who are fearful and that under no circumstances will they be forced to meet with 
the dog.  
 
For this reason, other dogs will still not be allowed on the school premises as the dog will have 
had training . We have also completed a risk assessment for the dog being in school, whereas 
other dogs will not have been risk assessed. 
 
The school website will publish pictures of the school dog. We understand that it is not 
possible for all families to have a family dog and therefore we hope that this is an opportunity 
for children to have a ‘share’ in a dog, gain from a relationship and contact on a regular basis 
and have a friend for life. 


